
USL Marina, LLC

4548 State Route 30, Saranac Lake, NY 12983

518-524-6412

mike@saranaclakemarina.com

same

USL Marina

on Fish Creek Ponds, near campground

453.3-1-1.1; 453.-1-1-1.2; 453.3-1-1.3; 453.3-1-7

marina

marina

removal of almost all existing docks - refer to demolition plan

APA Class B Regional Permit and Variance; DEC permit

9,661 sf of docks and 28,366 sf of dock covering

4,525 sf of docks and 4,050 sf of dock covering

12 Apr 22
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12 April 2022 

 
Ms. Scottie Adams 
Town of Santa Clara Planning Board 
5359 NYS Route 30 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 
 
Subject: Special Use Permit Application 

USL Marina, LLC 
 
Dear Ms. Adams, 
 
On behalf of USL Marina, LLC, we are pleased to provide this application for proposed work at 
the marina.   
 
The proposal is essentially the same as discussed at the pre-application site visit, with only minor 
adjustments as a result of our pre-application meeting with the APA and DEC. 
 
The application contains the following documents: 
 Town of Santa Clara Special Use Permit Application 
 Permit fee of $250 (mailed directly to the Town) 
 Set of Project Plans 
 Copy of the Deeds 
 Cover letter with project narrative 
 
 
Project Narrative 
 
Use and Operation 
The property has been functioning as a marina for approximately 70 years, and is proposed to 
continue to do so.  The marina has rental slips, boat rentals, fuel sales, boat storage, a bait shop 
and a launch. 
 
The launch will continue to function as a private launch only for the rental customers of the 
marina.  Any person asking to launch their boat who is not a customer, has been, and will 
continue to be, directed to the state boat launch at Saranac Inn.  It is envisioned that the majority 
of the clients of the marina will launch their boats in the spring and remove them in the fall at the 
end of the boating season, only to be prepared for winter storage.  These boats will only be in 
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Fish Creek Pond/Upper Saranac Lake for the boating season.  If a client wishes to remove their 
boat to launch in another lake, upon returning they will be required to go to the Saranac Inn boat 
launch and get the boat inspected and cleared of invasive species.  The client will not be able to 
use the marina until that is done. 
 
The existing docks are of wooden construction and in poor condition.  It is proposed to removal 
all the existing docks, with the exception of the along the western property line, and replace them 
with floating docks.  The existing docks accommodate 76 boats, and the replacement docks will 
accommodate 94 boats.  Rental slips and associated docks are proposed to be primarily covered.  
 
Ownership of the lake bottom, to the center of Fish Creek Pond, is by the marina.  Depth of the 
water is shown on the project plans.  
 
Hours of operation will be in conformance with the Town of Santa Clara regulations. 
 
Docks 
The docks are proposed to be floating docks, held in place with metal poles, which are advanced 
into the lake bottom.  The floating portion of the docks are polyethylene encased.  
 
In general, the docks are 50 feet in width, which includes lateral projections.  Lateral projections 
are also typically limited to 22 feet.  The exception is on Dock 4, which has two 36 feet lateral 
projections, thereby providing two slips for older, longer wooden watercraft, such as a vintage 
Hacker-Craft. 
 
Dock length is limited to the 20% of the width of the waterbody or 200 feet, whichever is most 
restrictive.  The width of the waterbody was calculated along the axis of the center of the dock.  
The dock length, waterbody distance and similar information is provided in a table on the plans. 
 
Parking 
There is no change to parking on the site, other than specifically reserving two ADA parking 
spaces as required by code.  Parking spaces are shown individually to allow for verifications of 
how they were counted.  There is no new impervious area for parking.  
 
Lighting 
The only new lights proposed are dark sky compliant, solar area lights at the ends of the docks.  
These lights are for delineation of the ends of the docks for safety reasons in low illumination. 
 
Toilet Facilities 
We propose to have two porta-johns set behind the “shop” building.  These facilities will be 
screened on three sides by a combination of existing buildings, shrubs and fencing.  
 
There shall be no facilities for disposal of waste from marine toilets. 
 
Trash 
Trash and recycling bins are proposed to be located near the porta-johns as well as at the bait 
shop.   
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Fuel Sales 
The existing fuel sales are proposed to continue.  The equipment is certified by NYS DEC.  A 
spill response kit is maintained on site in the event of an emergency. 
 
Boat Cleaning 
Boats will typically only be cleaned at the end of the season when removed from the water, in 
preparation of winter storage.  Cleaning will be limited to a garden hose, a bucket with a small 
amount of Dawn dish detergent and “elbow grease”.  Cleaning will take place on the far upland 
side of the concrete parking area.  
 
SEQR 
A long-form EAF is not included in the application.  The proposed project will require a Class B 
Regional Permit from the Adirondack Park Agency.  Under the State Environmental Quality 
Review regulations, the proposed action is a Type 2 action.  Actions subject to a Class B 
Regional Permit by the APA are not subject to review under SEQR.  Please refer to 6 NYCRR 
617.5(c)(45). 
 
Mailings to Adjacent Property Owners 
We have mailed a copy of our application, including this cover letter, permit application and half 
size plans to all property owners within 750’ of the property line.  Please see attached mailing 
labels. 
 
 
Please let us know if there are any questions or if additional information is required. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joseph A. Garso, PE 
 
Cc Town Planning Board 
 Todd David, CEO 
 Mike Damp, USL Marina 
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SPUD POLE ANCHOR SYSTEM - SIDE VIEW
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SPUD POLE ANCHOR SYSTEM - END VIEW
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LAKE BOTTOM UNTIL SECURE, TYP

DRIVE PIPE INTO
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SIGN DETAILS

8
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0
"

5
' 
T

O
 
7
'

5
' 
T

O
 
7
'

18'-0"

NTS

IF APPROVED BY THE ENGINEER.

NOTE:  SIGNS MAY BE MOUNTED ON STRUCTURE

ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACE DETAILS

SEE SIGN DETAIL

AT BACK EDGE OF EACH PARKING SPACE,

INSTALL HANDICAPPED PARKING SIGN

SECTION, SEE SIGN DETAIL

BACK EDGE OF EACH STRIPED

INSTALL NO PARKING SIGN AT

CONTAIN ACCESSIBLE ICON

EACH SPACE MUST

FOR SYMBOL AND STRIPING

PAINT OF CONTRASTING COLOR

4" WIDE LINES, TYP

ACCESSIBLE ICON

SIGN MUST DISPLAY

DIRECTIONS.

2.  SURFACE SLOPES TO BE MAX 2% IN ALL

FOR COUNT AND LOCATION.

1.  MULTIPLE SPACES SHOWN, CONSULT PLAN

NOTES:

9
'-

0
"

9
'-

0
"

PARKING

RESERVED

TIME

ANY

PARKING

NO

TYPICAL WALKING PATH SECTION

3"-4" THICK.  TAPER EDGES.

4.  CHIP TREES ONTO LANDSCAPE FABRIC. SPREAD

3.  ROLL OUT LANDSCAPE FABRIC /WEED NET.

AS NEEDED TO REMOVE STONES & FILL IN LOW SPOTS.

2.  CUT ALL TREES AT GROUND LEVEL.  REGRADE

1.  CUT & REMOVE ALL BRUSH AT GROUND LEVEL.

PATH CONSTRUCTION NOTES:

NTS

WOOD CHIPS

WEED NET

FABRIC OR 

LANDSCAPE 

EXIST GRADE
5'-0"
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TURBIDITY CURTAIN NOTES

NTS

PLAN

TYPICAL TEMPORARY TURBIDITY CURTAIN DETAIL

A

W
A

T
E

R
W

A
Y

A

SECTION A-A

IF PERMITTED

MAY BE IN WATERWAY

PROPOSED WORK SITE,

MIN 6" DIA

W/ FLOATS,

ROPE OR CABLE

W/ FOLDS FOR WATER FLUCTUATION

APPROVED (TURBIDITY CURTAIN) GEOTEXTILE

DEPTH VARIES

EXIST GROUND/WATER BANK

WEIGHTED ANCHORING SYSTEM

ANCHOR

LIMIT OF DISTURBANCE

IF PRESENT

LIMIT OF STONE PLACEMENT

EDGE OF WATERCOURSE &

UPLAND OF MHWM, TYP

SHORE ANCHOR LOCATION MIN 3'-4"

LIMIT OF DISTURBANCE

ANCHOR

3'-4" MIN

10' MIN

SEE NOTE 5

SEE NOTE 6

VARIES

BOTTOM

TO UNDISTURBED 

LOCATED BEHIND TURBIDITY CURTAIN.

3) CONCENTRATED FLOW OUTLETS SUCH AS CULVERT OUTLETS, DITCHES, ETC SHALL NOT BE 

WATERWAY WITH STREAM VELOCITIES GREATER THAN 5.0 FT/SEC.

2) TURBIDITY CURTAIN SHALL NOT BE PLACED ACROSS A FLOWING WATERWAY, OR IN A 

TO WATERWAYS, TO PREVENT TURBIDITY FROM ENTERING THE WATERWAY.

1) THE PURPOSE OF A TURBIDITY CURTAIN IS TO SEPARATE WORK AREAS IN OR ADJACENT

TO THE CONTOUR OF THE BOTTOM OF THE WATERWAY.

9) THE WEIGHTED ANCHOR SYSTEM SHALL BE A TYPE THAT ALLOWS THE CURTAIN TO CONFORM

MINIMIZE ESCAPE OF SEDIMENTS INTO THE WATERWAY.

8) THE TURBIDITY CURTAIN SHALL BE REMOVED BY PULLING TOWARD THE SHORE TO

LEVELS, VELOCITY AND MOVEMENT OF THE TURBIDITY CURTAIN.

ACCOUNT WEATHER PATTERNS AND PREVAILING WIND DIRECTIONS THAT MAY AFFECT WATER

7) THE CONTRACTOR SHALL CONTINUALLY MONITOR THE INSTALLATION, TAKING INTO

WITHOUT INTERFERING WITH CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS.

6) THE TURBIDITY CURTAIN SHALL BE PLACED AS CLOSE TO THE WORK AS POSSIBLE

REQUIRED. LAST SECTION SHALL TERMINATE 10' BEYOND THE LIMIT OF DISTURBANCE.

5) TURBIDITY CURTAIN SHALL BE A MAXIMUM OF 110' LONG FOR EACH SECTION OF CURTAIN

APPLIED AT OTHER LOCATIONS.

4) THE DETAIL DEPICTS WORK AT A SHORE LINE SITE, BUT TURBIDITY CURTAIN MAY BE

HOLD GEOTEXTILE (TURBIDITY CURTAIN)

ROPE OR CABLE WITH FLOATS TO
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CONSERVATION, THE NYS POLICE, AND THE LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT.

STAFF. IN THE EVENT OF A HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SPILL ALSO NOTIFY THE NYS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

4. IN THE EVENT OF A SPILL, NOTIFY PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT, ENGINEER, AND LOCAL HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

 

SAWDUST OR KITTY LITTER TO CONTAIN THE SPILL.

3. FOR HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, FOLLOW CLEANUP INSTRUCTIONS ON PACKAGE. USE AN ABSORBENT MATERIAL SUCH AS

 

2. IN THE EVENT OF A SPILL, FOLLOW CONTAINMENT PROCEDURES OUTLINED IN THE "CONSTRUCTION WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN."

PREVENTION AND RESPONSE PROCEDURES. 

1. PREVENT THE DISCHARGE OF POLLUTANTS FROM SPILLS AND LEAKS AND IMPLEMENT CHEMICAL SPILL AND LEAK 

 

SPILL RESPONSE:

 

 

6. SUBSTITUTE LESS OR NON-TOXIC MATERIALS FOR TOXIC MATERIALS.

 

5. USE PROPER MATERIAL TRANSFER PROCEDURES OR FILLING PROCEDURES FOR TANKS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT.

 

THAT HAS LEAKS SHALL BE IMMEDIATELY REPAIRED OR REMOVED FROM THE SITE. 

4. PERFORM PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE ON TANKS, VALVES, PUMPS, PIPES AND OTHER EQUIPMENT. EQUIPMENT 

 

3. DISCONNECT ANY DRAINS FROM AREAS THAT LEAD TO THE DRAINAGE OR STORMWATER SYSTEM.

 

2. INSTALL LEAK DETECTION DEVICES, OVERFLOW CONTROLS, AND DIVERSION BERMS WHEN APPROPRIATE.

 

THAT ARE BROUGHT ON SITE.

1. RECYCLE, RECLAIM, OR REUSE PROCESS MATERIALS, THEREBY REDUCING THE AMOUNT OF PROCESS MATERIALS

 

MATERIAL HANDLING PROCEDURES AND STORAGE REQUIREMENTS:

CONSTRUCTION SPILL PREVENTION AND CONTROL PLAN
CONSTRUCTION WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN

WATER QUALITY STANDARDS. 

2. EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLE WASHING SHALL ONLY OCCUR WITH CLEANWATER. THE DISCHARGE SHALL NOT VIOLATE 

1. THE USE OF DETERGENTS IS NOT ALLOWED ON THE CONSTRUCTION SITE. 

USE OF DETERGENTS:

BEING TRANSPORTED OFF-SITE.

4. ENSURE THAT EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROLS ARE IN PLACE TO PREVENT FERTILIZERS AND SEDIMENTS FROM

3. APPLY FERTILIZER AT LOWER APPLICATION RATES WITH A HIGHER APPLICATION FREQUENCY.

2. WORK THE FERTILIZER DEEPLY INTO THE SOIL TO REDUCE EXPOSURE OF NUTRIENTS TO STORMWATER RUNOFF.

1. APPLY FERTILIZERS AT THE MINIMUM RATE AND TO THE MINIMUM AREA NEEDED.

USE OF FERTILIZERS:

ORDER TO CONTAIN AND CLEAN UP ANY SPILLS THAT OCCUR.

6. HAVE EQUIPMENT AND ABSORBENT MATERIALS AVAILABLE IN AREAS WHERE PESTICIDES ARE STORED AND USED IN

5. FOLLOW THE RECOMMENDED APPLICATION RATES AND METHODS.

4. CONSTRUCT CURBS OR DIKES TO CONTAIN PESTICIDES IN CASE OF SPILLAGE.

3. STORE PESTICIDES IN A DRY, COVERED AREA.

2. DO NOT HANDLE THE MATERIALS ANY MORE THAN NECESSARY.

PESTICIDES.

1. FOLLOW ALL FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL REGULATIONS THAT APPLY TO THE USE, HANDLING, OR DISPOSAL OF

USE OF PESTICIDES:

THAT OCCUR.

3. HAVE EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE IN FUEL STORAGE AREAS AND IN VEHICLES TO CONTAIN AND CLEAN UP ANY SPILLS

2. IMMEDIATELY CONTAIN AND CLEAN UP ANY SPILLS WITH ABSORBENT MATERIAL.

SPILLS.

1. STORE PETROLEUM PRODUCTS AND FUEL FOR VEHICLES IN COVERED AREAS WITH DIKES IN PLACE TO CONTAIN ANY

USE OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS:

SPECIFICALLY RECOMMENDED BY THE MANUFACTURER.

4. IF EXCESS PRODUCTS NEED TO BE DISPOSED OF, THEY SHOULD NEVER BE MIXED DURING DISPOSAL UNLESS

ON THE LABEL.

SAFETY INFORMATION. FOLLOW THE MANUFACTURER'S RECOMMENDED METHOD OF DISPOSAL, WHICH SHOULD BE PRINTED

3. THE ORIGINAL PRODUCT LABEL SHOULD NEVER BE REMOVED FROM THE CONTAINER, AS IT CONTAINS IMPORTANT

2. TO PREVENT LEAKS, EMPTY AND CLEAN ANY HAZARDOUS WASTE CONTAINERS BEFORE THEY ARE DISPOSED OF.

MATERIALS.

1. CONSULT LOCAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES ABOUT THE REQUIREMENTS FOR DISPOSING OF HAZARDOUS

DISPOSAL OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:

1. DISCHARGE FROM DEWATERING ACTIVITIES SHALL BE MANAGED BY APPROPRIATE CONTROL MEASURES. 

DEWATERING

6. WASTEWATER FROM THE WASHOUT OF CONCRETE SHALL BE CONTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD DETAIL. 

5. COLLECT, REMOVE, AND DISPOSE OF ALL CONSTRUCTION SITE WASTES AT AUTHORIZED DISPOSAL AREAS.

MATERIAL SUCH AS SAWDUST OR KITTY LITTER TO CONTAIN THE SPILL.

CONTROL PLAN". FOR HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, FOLLOW CLEANUP INSTRUCTIONS ON THE PACKAGE. USE AN ABSORBENT 

4. CLEAN UP SPILLS IMMEDIATELY. FOLLOW PROCEDURES OUTLINED IN THE "CONSTRUCTION SPILL PREVENTION AND

3. SCHEDULE WASTE COLLECTION TO PREVENT CONTAINERS FROM OVERFILLING.

IN A COVERED AREA WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

2. ENSURE THAT CONTAINERS HAVE LIDS SO THEY CAN BE COVERED BEFORE PERIODS OF RAIN, AND KEEP CONTAINERS

FROM UPLAND AREAS AND DOES NOT DRAIN DIRECTLY TO A WATERBODY.

1. DESIGNATE A WASTE COLLECTION AREA ONSITE THAT DOES NOT RECEIVE A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF RUNOFF

STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF CONSTRUCTION SITE WASTES:

FINAL SEEDING NOTES

MULCH STABILIZATION NOTES

3. KEEP MOWED HEIGHT TO 3" - 4".

2. FERTILIZE IN EARLY SPRING WITH 10-10-10 AT 150 LB/AC.

1. FERTILIZE IN EARLY WINTER WITH NITROGEN AT 40 LB/AC.

STABILIZATION MAINTENANCE NOTES

CONSTRUCTION IN EACH AREA, AND BE COMPLETE WITHIN 14 DAYS.

9.  FINAL SEEDING OPERATIONS TO COMMENCE WITHIN SEVEN DAYS OF FINAL

FERTILIZER, WOOD FIBER MULCH (45 LB PER 1000 SF), AND MULCH TACKIFIER.

8.  WHEN HYDROSEEDING SLOPES OVER 3:1, USE HYDROSEEDER TO APPLY SEED,

7. REAPPLY SEED UNTIL GRASS IS COMPLETELY ESTABLISHED.

 

EQUAL, UNO.

THAN 1:4.  FOR SLOPES GREATER THAN 1:4 INSTALL CURLEX I CL BY AEC OR APPROVED 

6. INSTALL JUTE MATTING WITH OPEN WEAVE FOR SLOPES GREATER THAN 1:6, BUT LESS 

 

TO MULCH STABILIZATION NOTES FOR APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

FREE FROM WEEDS OR FOREIGN MATTER DETRIMENTAL TO PLANT LIFE, AND DRY.  REFER

5. APPLY MULCHING MATERIAL TO SEED AREA. MULCH SHALL BE OAT OR WHEAT STRAW,

 

SEASONS. CONFIRM WITH ENGINEER PRIOR TO SEEDING.

LIGHTLY. ALTERNATE SEED MIXES MAY BE APPROPRIATE FOR SPECIFIC LOCATIONS AND

RATE OF 350 LB/AC. PLACE SEED EVENLY IN TWO INTERSECTING DIRECTIONS AND RAKE

PERENNIAL RYEGRASS, 5-15% ANNUAL RYEGRASS AND 5-10% WHITE CLOVER. APPLY AT A

CLOVER. SEED MIXES FOR GENERAL RESTORATION IS 50-70% FINE FESCUE, 15-40%

FINE FESCUE, 15-40% PERENNIAL RYEGRASS, 5-15% ANNUAL RYEGRASS AND 0-5% WHITE

4. TYPICAL SEED MIXES FOR LAWN AREAS IS 15-40% KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS, 30-50%

 

3. SPREAD TOPSOIL TO A MINIMUM DEPTH OF 4" OVER AREA TO BE SEEDED.

 

2. REMOVE FOREIGN MATERIALS, WEEDS, AND UNDESIRABLE PLANTS AND THEIR ROOTS.

 

BLEND SLOPES INTO LEVEL AREAS.

LINES, LEVELS, PROFILES AND CONTOURS. MAKE CHANGES IN GRADE GRADUAL.

1. PREPARE SUBSOIL TO ELIMINATE UNEVEN AREAS AND LOW SPOTS. MAINTAIN

APPROVED EQUAL, UNO.

LESS THAN 1:4.  FOR SLOPES GREATER THAN 1:4 INSTALL CURLEX I CL BY AEC OR 

4. INSTALL JUTE MATTING WITH OPEN WEAVE FOR SLOPES GREATER THAN 1:6, BUT 

 

PLUS TACKIFIER.

PLUS TACKIFIER. IN SPRING OR EARLY FALL:  APPLY 45 LB PER 1000 SF,

3.  IN MID-SUMMER, LATE FALL, OR WINTER:  APPLY 100 LB PER 1000 SF,

FROM WEEDS OR FOREIGN MATTER DETRIMENTAL TO PLANT LIFE, AND DRY.

2. APPLY MULCHING MATERIAL. MULCH SHALL BE OAT OR WHEAT STRAW, FREE

 

DISTURBANCE AND IMMEDIATELY AFTER COMPLETION OF ROUGH GRADING ACTIVITIES.

1. MULCH STABILIZATION SHALL BE COMPLETED WITHIN 14 DAYS OF FIRST















Product Specifications

* Product Name: Outdoor Solar Power Light (78 LED)

* Power Source: Solar-powered, Battery-powered

* Wattage: 15W

* Lumen: 300LM

* LED qty: 78pcs

* Lighting time: 8-10 hours

* Illumination range: about 25M

* Charging time: 4-6 hours

* Battery: Built-in 2400mah Lithium Battery

* Waterproof Rate: IP65

* Sensing Distance: 10-16Feet

* Induction type: light sensor + human infrared sensor

* Installation Type: Wall Mounted

* Sensor Angle:120 Degree

* Color Temperature: 6000-6500K

* Safe Material: ABS + PC

* Overall Dimensions: 3.31'' H x 4.09'' W x 5.53'' D

* Overall Product Weight: 0.345 lb







May 4, 2022  10:22 AM 
"Joseph A. Garso, PE" jgarso@north-woods-engineering.com 
RE: Floating Dock Information 

To: Scottie Adams <Scottie.adams@roadrunner.com> Cc: 
 
 
Good Morning Again Scottie- 
Great question. 
  
Stormwater pollution prevention plans (SWPPPs) are generally required by DEC if there will be 
more than one acre of ground disturbance.  We have very little ground disturbance, only to 
provide a path to Dock 4.  This path is proposed to be of wood chips, and will not create runoff. 
  
We understand that the Town code requires a Stormwater Prevention Plan to reduce runoff, 
erosion and sediment control.  Since we have no change in impervious area (docks are over the 
lake) there is no increase in runoff.  The runoff from the covered docks will fall onto the lake, 
not on the ground where it could create a flow path and carry sediment into the water 
body.  Therefore, there is no change to runoff and no potential for erosion which could deposit 
sediment into the lake.  Since there is no change, we therefore didn’t provide a Town level plan. 
  
Our plans have addressed erosion and sediment control to protect the environment by using a 
turbidity curtain when removing the old docks.  The new docks are floated into place so there is 
essentially no disturbance.  Our plans further provides standards for spill prevention and 
construction waste management.    
  
We hope that this explanation provides enough background.  If you have additional questions, 
please let us know. 
Many thanks, 
Joe 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 1 

Joe Garso
Text Box
Deeds to Marina




































