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Telecom Permits 
Issued
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Permits Issued – overall  (12/31/20) 

476 Permits in Telecommunications Database

143

335

335 permits for 
replacement and/or 
co-location of tower / 
antennas (cellular 
and non-cellular)

143 new 
towers
(cellular and 
non-cellular)



February 10, 2021 5

10

23 22

31

18

10
6

13

21

30

2

2
1

6

3

9

4

2

8

9

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

N
um

be
r o

f P
er

m
its

 Is
su

ed

Year

Permits Issued by Year



February 10, 2021 6

Telecom Permits Issued – last year (2020)

 39 telecommunications permits
• 7 new original permits
• 9 new General Permits
• 23 amendments (all GPs)

 39 telecommunications permits
• 18 Verizon Wireless
• 11 AT&T
• 10 T-Mobile
• 1 public safety/emergency communications
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Telecom Permits Issued – last year (2020)

 10 new towers
• Duane
• Elizabethtown (2)
• Horicon

• Lewis (2)
• Long Lake (2)
• Newcomb
• Webb

 10 new towers
• 2 were horizontal co-locations (GPs)
• 8 were raw land sites

 10 new towers
• 6 unconcealed
• 4 concealed as simulated trees
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APA.NY.GOV website
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Jurisdiction
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Jurisdiction for telecom projects

 All structures greater than 40 feet in height, except 
agricultural use structures and residential radio and 
television antennas 
• all land use areas except Industrial Use

 Major public utility use 
• “...any television, cable television, radio, telephone or 

other communication transmission tower...”
• all land use areas except Hamlet

 Subdivision by lease / into sites
• all land use areas except Hamlet
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Applications
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Telecommunications Permit Applications

 Major Project (e.g., new tower)
• General Information Request (GIR)
• Supplemental Information Request (SIR) for 

Telecommunications

 Permit Amendment

 General Permit for Co-Location 
• Vertical co-location

 General Permit for Additional Tower
• Horizontal co-location
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Conclusions of 
Law
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Section 809(10) Approval Criteria
 Project must:

• Be consistent with land use and development plan
• Be compatible with character description and purposes 

policies, and objectives of each land use area
• Have no undue adverse impact on Park resources

“The project [will] not have an undue adverse impact upon the natural, 
scenic, aesthetic, ecological, wildlife, historic, recreational or open space 
resources of the park or upon the ability of the public to provide supporting 
facilities and services made necessary by the project, taking into account 
the commercial, industrial, residential, recreational or other benefits that 
might be derived from the project.”  

 Tower’s Policy
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Project Location
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Town of Inlet
Hamilton County

Project 
Location
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5-mile 
radius



February 10, 2021 18

3-mile 
radius

Fourth Lake

Seventh Lake

Limekiln 
Lake

Inlet

Eagle Bay
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1-mile 
radius

Fourth Lake

Sixth Lake

Inlet

Fifth 
Lake
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Existing 
Conditions
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2017 Air Photo

Fourth 
Lake

Fifth 
Lake
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2017 Air Photo
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Proposed Project
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6.5 ft

6.3 ft

11 ft 11 in
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200 ft
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Visual Analysis
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Viewshed Map
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Tower

Simulation

Skylit

At ridgeline

Backdropped

Not visible

Fourth Lake
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Photo 82
~1.4 miles from tower
Fourth Lake
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Photo 84
~1.5 miles from tower
Fourth Lake
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Photo 81
~0.9 mile from tower
Fourth Lake
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Photo Simulation 81
~0.9 mile from tower
Fourth Lake
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Photo 85
~0.85 mile from tower
Fourth Lake
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Photo 87
~0.5 mile from tower
Fourth Lake
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Photo Simulation 87
~0.5 mile from tower
Fourth Lake
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Photo 333
~1.2 miles from tower
Rocky Mountain
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Tower

Simulation

Skylit

At ridgeline

Backdropped

Not visible

Fourth Lake
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Fifth 
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Photo 90
~0.31 miles from tower
Fifth Lake shoreline
Hamlet
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Photo Simulation 90
~0.31 miles from tower
Fifth Lake shoreline
Hamlet
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Photo 92
~0.25 miles from tower
Arrowhead Park
Hamlet
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Photo Simulation 92
~0.25 miles from tower
Arrowhead Park
Hamlet
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Photo 95
~0.15 miles from tower
State Route 28
Hamlet
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Photo Simulation 95
~0.15 miles from tower
State Route 28
Hamlet
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Photo 97
~0.09 miles from tower
State Route 28
Hamlet
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Photo Simulation 97
~0.09 miles from tower
State Route 28
Hamlet
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Public Comment 
and 
Review by Others
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Public Comment

 Public Notice

 Comment Letters
• 1 from summer residents (Aug 2020)

o lack cell service, support tower
• 1 from Adirondack Council (Jan 2021)

o visibility concerns, opposed to tower
• 1 from neighboring landowners (Jan 2021)

o 5G health concerns, opposed to tower

 Comment Letter Response (Feb 2021)
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Review by Others

 Town of Inlet
• Use variance granted
• Construction timing limited

 NY Air National Guard 
• tower will not impact the Guard’s operations

 Federal Communications Commission
• Verizon Wireless licensed throughout Adirondack Park

 Federal Aviation Administration 
• notification, lighting and striping not required

 NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
• Direct effect: no historic properties in APE
• Visual effect: no adverse effect on historic properties in 

APE 
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Alternatives 
Analysis –
Height



February 10, 2021 68



February 10, 2021 69



February 10, 2021 70



February 10, 2021 71



February 10, 2021 72

Alternatives 
Analysis –
Location
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Staff 
Recommendation:
Approve with 
Conditions
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Compliance with Towers Policy

 Tower in Hamlet land use area
 All views from Hamlet land use area

• Or lakes surrounded by Hamlet / Moderate Intensity Use
 Concealed as simulated tree
 Minimum height necessary 
 Location avoids mountain top
 Uses existing driveway for > ½ of access 
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Compliance with Towers Policy

“New telecommunications towers located within the Adirondack 
Park will be located to avoid undue adverse impacts in such a 
manner as to be substantially invisible and in the vicinity of 
existing settlements or those portions of highway corridors 
where existing telephone and electric power is accessible to 
the proposed facility.”
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Compliance with Towers Policy

“Substantial invisibility is intended to be applied on a site 
specific basis and may be achieved by consolidation of existing 
visual intrusions and/or by the development of facilities within 
lawfully existing buildings, and/or by providing substantial 
screening or concealment of the structure itself.”
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Compliance with Towers Policy

“Substantial invisibility is considerably different in developed 
areas with the less restrictive Hamlet land use area 
classification when compared to areas classified Rural Use and 
Resource Management in light of the differing statutory 
purposes and policies for these areas set forth in the Land Use 
and Development Plan. To further the purposes of substantial 
invisibility, implementation of this policy recognizes the potential 
compatibility of the construction of communication facilities in 
areas with less restrictive land use classifications in an effort to 
preserve the open space character of the Park as called for in 
the Section 805 purposes, policies and objectives for all 
differing land use areas.”
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Conclusions of Law

 Development authorized:
 Consistent with land use and development plan
 Compatible with character description and purposes 

policies, and objectives of Rural Use land use area
 Consistent with overall intensity guidelines
 Complies with shoreline restrictions
 No undue adverse impact on resources of the Park

o Natural, scenic, aesthetic, ecological, wildlife, historic, 
recreational or open space resources
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Draft Permit Conditions

 Location & dimensions of development – Project Plans
• access road, tower, antennas, and equipment compound

 Tower concealed as simulated tree
• Must appear as depicted in simulations
• Replace/repair branches

 Retain trees within 200 feet of tower
• Except for those proposed for removal on plans

 Downward lighting only, switched off or on motion sensor
 Clean equipment and tools: invasive species control
 Follow drainage, grading, and erosion control plan
 Pre-approval required for any blasting
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